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§ 20.307 Complaints.
(a) The complaint must set forth—
(1) The type of case;
(2) The statute or rule allegedly vio-

lated;
(3) The pertinent facts alleged; and
(4)(i) The amount of the class II civil

penalty sought; or
(ii) The order of suspension or rev-

ocation proposed.
(b) The Coast Guard shall propose a

place of hearing when filing the com-
plaint.

(c) The complaint must conform to
the requirements of this subpart for fil-
ing and service.

§ 20.308 Answers.
(a) The respondent shall file a writ-

ten answer to the complaint 20 days or
less after service of the complaint. The
answer must conform to the require-
ments of this subpart for filing and
service.

(b) The person filing the answer
shall, in the answer, either agree to the
place of hearing proposed in the com-
plaint or propose an alternative.

(c) Each answer must state whether
the respondent intends to contest any
of the allegations set forth in the com-
plaint. It must include any affirmative
defenses that the respondent intends to
assert at the hearing. The answer must
admit or deny each numbered para-
graph of the complaint. If it states that
the respondent lacks sufficient knowl-
edge or information to admit or deny a
particular numbered paragraph, it de-
nies that paragraph. If it does not spe-
cifically deny a particular numbered
paragraph, it admits that paragraph.

(d) A respondent’s failure without
good cause to file an answer admits
each allegation made in the complaint.

§ 20.309 Motions.
(a) A person may apply for an order

or ruling not specifically provided for
in this subpart, but shall apply for it
by motion. Each written motion must
comply with the requirements of this
subpart for form, filing, and service.
Each motion must state clearly and
concisely—

(1) Its purpose, and the relief sought;
(2) Any statutory or regulatory au-

thority; and

(3) The facts constituting the
grounds for the relief sought.

(b) A proposed order may accompany
a motion.

(c) Each motion must be in writing;
except that one made at a hearing will
be sufficient if stated orally upon the
record, unless the ALJ directs that it
be reduced to writing.

(d) Except as otherwise required by
this part, a party shall file any re-
sponse to a written motion 10 days or
less after service of the motion. When a
party makes a motion at a hearing, an
oral response to the motion made at
the hearing is timely.

(e) Unless the ALJ orders otherwise,
the filing of a motion does not stay a
proceeding.

(f) The ALJ will rule on the record ei-
ther orally or in writing. She or he
may summarily deny any dilatory, re-
petitive, or frivolous motion.

§ 20.310 Default by respondent.

(a) The ALJ may find a respondent in
default upon failure to file a timely an-
swer to the complaint or, after motion,
upon failure to appear at a conference
or hearing without good cause shown.

(b) Each motion for default must con-
form to the rules of form, service, and
filing of this subpart. Each motion
must include a proposed decision and
proof of service under section 20.304(d).
The respondent alleged to be in default
shall file a reply to the motion 20 days
or less after service of the motion.

(c) Default by respondent con-
stitutes, for purposes of the pending ac-
tion only, an admission of all facts al-
leged in the complaint and a waiver of
her or his right to a hearing on those
facts.

(d) Upon finding a respondent in de-
fault, the ALJ shall issue a decision
against her or him.

(e) For good cause shown, the ALJ
may set aside a finding of default.

§ 20.311 Withdrawal or dismissal.

(a) An administrative proceeding
may end in withdrawal without any act
by an ALJ in any of the following
ways:

(1) By the filing of a stipulation by
all parties who have appeared in the
proceeding.
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